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«© The dangers principally to be apprehended from regal covernment, relate to the two articles, favatiot 


‘“ and punishment, In every form ot government, from which she peof le are excluded, it is the interest of. 


“ the governors. to getas much as they can, Wisely, therefore, bath the Briiish constitution guarded the 
‘ salety of the people, in this respect ; for, every law, which, by the remotest coustruction, may be dcem- 
« ed to levy money upon the property of the subject, must originate, that is, must be fitst assented to, 
«in the House of Commons ; ‘and the application also of the public supp'ies, is watched with the same 
“ circumspection as the assessthent, many taxes being annua’, the produce of others appropriated to 
“«“ specie setviees, and the expenditure of all of them being accounted for in the House of Commans "-——PALEY : 


Moral and Political Philosophy ; Book V1. Chap. VIL. 
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*.* Acreeally to the notification, given 
in the preceding Number, I was preparing 
to publish, in this Number, the Intended 
Dispatch of the Court of Directors; but, 
when I came to look through the collection 
of documents, in which it has been publish- 
ed by the Court of Directors, I found, that it 
could not, consistent with that justice and 
fairness, with which I always have acted, be 
published by me, unaccompanied with the 
other documents, and I found that the whole 
would occupy a space so large as to exclude 
from the Register all other matter whatsoever 
for two, if not forthree, weeks; and, there- 
fore, important as I think this particular sub- 
ject, [could not, at this time, bring miyself to 
resolveupon such exclusion. A few weeks 
hence, perhaps, when the interesting points 
now in agitation before parliament shail have 
been decided, or, at least, settled for the 
time, an opportunity for the insertion will 
ofter, 
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TO TME ELECTORS OF HONITON. 


; Letter I. 

GENTLEMEN, Upon the principle that 
example is more powerful than precept, and 
that, to the producing of virtuous actions no- 
thing is more conducive than the bestowing 
of just praise on those who have virtuously 
acted, it was, perhaps, my duty, in common 
with that of other public writers, to have, be- 
fore now, recorded, commended, and ho- 
noured, your discernment and public-spirit, 
as exemplified in your choice of Mr. Ros- 
SON as aamempber in the present parliament, 
ayi in the truly disinterested and constitu- 
tional manner in which that choice was 
made. But, Gentlemen, an opportunity 
how offers for our discharging this duty in a 
manuer which will compensate for the de- 
lay j because our eulogium upon your con- 
Guct now. comes forth accompanied with 
proofs the ‘most Satisfactory of its beneficial 





‘ 
phe 


Having witnessed the enormous. abuses 


lately, .by inquiry, brought to light, with re- 
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gard to the expenditure of the public-mouey,, 


and having traced that inquiry back to the 
repeated, though then unsupported, exer- 
tions of Mr. Rosson; having perceived, 
that, but too many of those persons, into 
whose hands devolved the finishing of what 
he so well began, were actuated by motives 
very different from his; having seen, that 
those persons were ready to accede to, nay 
themselves to propose, a bill of indemnity for 
Mr. Pitt, who himself had connived at a gross 
violation of the law, in lending £40,000 of 
the public money, without interest, to two 
members of the then parliament; and, fi- 
nally, having seen these yery same persons, 
these pursuers of abases under the adminis- 
tration of Mr. Pitt, propose to vote away, 
and actually vote away, £40,000 of the pub- 
lic money to pay the debts of that Mr, Pitt, 
and that, too, upon the ground, as by them 
explicitly stated, of his ‘ public merifs :” 
having all this before your eyes, you naturally 
looked back to Mr, Rosson, the mean with 
whom the inquiry originated, and who had 
had no participation in the compromises, the 
inconsistencies, and the abandonment of 
principle exhibited in the subsequent pre- 
ceedings thereon, You saw, in Mr, Ropr- 
SON, Do sycophant, cither of the court or the 
populace; no seeker for place, either by 
cringing at a, levee oy by hollow professions 
to the people; you saw, in him, no warrior 
against the ‘l'reasury Bench, no stickler 
against the tree use of the King’s prerogative 
in appointing his servants, but.a determined 
enemy of corruption and of all abuses, 
through those servants committed, ahd, pro= 
vided these weve prevented, caring very lit- 
tle who those servaits might be; in short, 
you saw, in Mr. Rogson, a plain, bonest, 
and independent mah, wanting nothing from 
the public, either bot himself or his relations, 
having the good of his country warmly at 
heart, and having industry and resolution 
suticient to bring his wishes mto action. 
Such were the reasons for which you chore 
him to be your representative iv parliament ; 
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and, it is the bounden duty of all those of 
your fellow subjects, who have the means in 
their hands, to acknowledge to you public- 
Jy, and to proclaim to the world, that expe- 
rience has already proved, that your reasons 
were well-founded, that you have not been 
deceived, and that, in the effect as well as in 
the motive, you have a just claim to the 
praise and the gratitude of your country. 

It is, Gentlemen, but a few weeks, since, 
as the consequence of your choice, as the 
consequence of your unshackled and consti- 
tutional exercise of that right, so valuable tn 
itself, andonce sodear and so much revered by 
Englishmen, that Mr. Rossow was returned 
tothe Ffouse of Commons; yet, as will appear 
from the report of a dcbate and proceeding 
which | propose here to lay before you, he 
has already done more than any member of 
this present parliament towards the correc- 
tion of those abuses in the expenditure of the 
public money, which ere now, by all men, 
éxcept the mere slaves of corruption, ac- 
knowledved to exist, and which, there is no 
one to deny, do greatly contribute to the 
weight of those burdens that are weighing 
us to the earth. But, before we proceed to 
the particular subject thus placed before us, 
and even before we come toa statement of 
the circumstances which Jed to the proceed- 
ing in question, itis Not unnecessary that we 
advcrt, fora moment, tothe doctrine of the 
coustitution as touching the powers and du- 


. } _* ‘ |= } eo oy . . 
tics of members of the House of Commons. 


Vhe celebrated writer, ffom whom I have 
taken the motto to this paper, represents the 
powe of dite purse as the sole security for the 
liberties, properties, and the lives of the peo- 
ple; and, if this was always so, how much 
more necessary is it to cling to the doctrine 
now, when there is a regular army of 
200,000 men in these kingdoms, about 
30,000 of whom are foreigners ? But, Gen- 
tlemen, what is this ‘* power of the purse,” 
and what is the use of talking about it; 
what is its use to vouand me; how can we 
possibly derive any benefit from it, unless 
our representatives, [ mean, any one of them, 
can bring before parliament proof, if it exist, 
of frauds in the expenditure of the public 
noney? The House of Commous, Parey 
tells us, is to watch over the expenditure of 
the public money ; and this is the language 
of all those who have praised our. constitu- 
tion of government. ‘They tell us, that we 
tux ourselves, and that we ourselves have a 
rheck and controul over the expenditure ; and 
this they explain by saying, that we choose 
members o the House ot Commons to act 
Jor us, and that whatever ¢hey do is done by 
ws. Well, then, Gentlemen, have not our 
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(772 
representatives the right of inquiring how the 
mioney has been expended? And, how js 
such an inquiry ever to Legin, unless some 
ove man begins it? And, can you possibly 
conceive any good reason for checking any 
inquiry into the expenditure of the pubiic 
money, from whatever quarter the first no- 
tion for such inquiry may come ? 

Now, Gentlemen, previously to my sub- 
mitting to you the réport of the proceeding, 
in which Mr. Rosson has taken so consi- 
derable and so nsetul a part, and which, 2s 
you will see, related to the wasteful expendi- 
ture in the Barrack-DrerarTMENT, it wil! 
be necessary to state to you; with somewhat 
more precision than they may as yet have 
reached you, the circumstances which led to 
it. 

The cisclosures, with regard to Lord 
Melville and Mr. Trotter, gave rise to publi 
observation respecting the abuses in other 
departments; and, it was proposed, by the 
then Opposition, who ate now ministers, to 
move for the appointment of a Commission 
to inquire into the Mirrrary Branen in 
general. Mr. Pitt, the then minister (whose 
debts, observe, we have since paid !), thought 
it would be better tor himse/f to have the ap- 
pointment of this Commission; and, accord. 
ingly, he brought in a bill for the purpose, 
and, inthe month of June last, five men, 
picked out by himself and OTHERS, were 
appointed by law. To work this Commus- 
sion went, beginning with the Barrack-De- 
partment, and not, as one might have ex- 
pected, with that of the office of COM- 
MANDER IN CHIEP, that being, certain- 
ly, the head department belonging to the ar- 
my; but, upon reference to the act, I find, 
that that particular office, was, for sone rea- 
son or other (a very sufficientone, no doubt), 
not included; so that, there, even these 
Commissioners, have no power of inquiry at 
all. But, atany rate, upon the Barrack-De- 
partment they began; and, itt the space of 
nine months, the seven Commissioners and 
their clerks, produced to the House of Com- 
mons their first report, contained in 111 
pages of loose print, being, im the whole, 
about three times as much print as 1s col 
tained in this letter, which, on this 22d of 
May, I am writing to you, and which unt 
be finished and printed by to-morrow nigs! 
at 12 o'clock! And, Gentlemen, what '5 
the subject matter of the report? Is it a state- 
ment in result ? No: it consists of the ev'- 
dence taken down, as well as of the observ" 
tions thereon; and, it relates to one single 
little point in the affairs of the Barrack-OF 
fice, namely, the arrears due from the Bar- 
rack*Master General to the public; a 
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which rears I will, begging leave to digress 
for the purpose, give you a brief account. 
The report, thus made to the House of Com- 
1) states, that DeLtancey, the Barrack- 
Master General, by the means of incorrect 
statements, had drawn from the ‘Treasury 
lave sums which he ought not to have 
drawn; that GrefNwoop, an army agent, 
who was the Treasurer to the Barrack-Of- 
fice, and who was also the private agent of 
De Lancy, did, in the years 1803 and !1804, 
ry r *11,0990 of the mone y drawn for 
» Barrack-Offic ce, to De Laney’ S private 
‘ount, tastead of applying it to meet de- 
maha upun the Barrack-Office ; and that, 
upon the whole of his account, DreLancy 
stood indebted to the public (to ‘say nothing 
of the large sum for interest) to the amount 
This report, which had cost 
hobson 


Of £07,415. 


nine months in making out, Mir. 


had seen he nearly two months longer upon - 


the table of the House of Commons unno- 
ticed by the ministers, when he obtained in- 
formation relative to s eine flagrant abuses 
id peculation in the Barrack- fap en 
in the Isle of Wight ; ae Up btaining 
this information, he, on the 16th instant, 
came into his place in the House, where, 
‘ntative of th 


like an honest represt le people, 


he moved for the production of the papers, 
weet inl | | »{ 

Which, in the following rreport of the debate 
of that day, you will find accurately de- 
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Mr. Ronson rose to bring forward Itis 
promised motion for the production af 
certain documents relative to the Depart- 
“ment of Barrac ks, with a view to insti- 
“ tute an inquiry into certain gross abuses 
“in that Dep: irtment, thro ugh the wasteful 
expenditure of the public money. Iie 
said it was now 4 years since he had yen- 

“ tured to obtrude himself upon the atten- 
tion of the House, by some observations, 
and a motion, on the very subject which 
It was now his purpose to offer to thel: 
consideration; namely, the Schuitalons 
then existing in the Barrack De- 
partinent; and he, on that occasion, 
“warned the House of the enormity of 
those abuses, upon Which he had not the 
good fortune of being able to institute, at 
that time, any inguiry; bat which now 
were palpably proved to have existed to 
the full extent which he then asserted, by 
the Report of the Military Commissioners 
now in his hand, and which for some 
Weeks had lain, most unaccountably, un- 
noticed upon their table: and he now 
ventured to say, that had his advice been 

then taken, many millions of the public 
money World have been saved, and ne oc- 
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casion would have existed for laying such 
a Rey ort before Parliament. Jt was now 
some years Since the House had been in 
the habit of voting large sums of money 
for the erection of Barracks in various 
parts of the kingdom; but those votes 
had, of late years, increased to an enor- 
INOS extent. Last year it was 2,300,000! 
and ior the present year it was 1,700,0901, 
avieg ie on a former occasion, attempt- 
ed in vain to rae ce the House to eo into 
some investigation, finding his iormer 
opinions justified by the Lieport now be- 
fore the H@se, and desir 
to bring forward the subject to the notice 
of parhament, it was natural for him to 
look a little into the cause why this ex- 
penditure had so increased, and the more 
so after he had heard the plea of neces- 
sity which the ministers had set up as a 
reason for the heavy taxes they had re- 
ceryly imposed upon the people. He felt 
it lectins it upon him, now that the 
reins of government had passed into the 
hands of other ministers, who, he sin- 
cerely trusted would o ffer no impediment 
to fair inquiry, to ascertain, if possible 

hat becam i Of those Cnormous sums su 
voted. At present it was his intention to 
move for the production of certain papers 


1 
relative to th 


us once more 


Barrack Dep. tment, for 


} es : e fey . ewe . . 
the p ba ise sc of wmvVeCstJauhnY sOnre Vcrv re- 
‘ te % Ay ¢} ‘ . > ‘ 
cent transactions. Without entering into 
ral : } ‘ - lyse —— 
detail on the subject in’ the = ent 


instance, he should proceed to name the 
‘is for which he intended to move 

hey were short and their production 
esome nor CXp ou 
sive, the first of which, and he would now 
move for it, was ** A List of the several 
Barns rented by Government and used as 
Barracks, in the Division of Sandown 
Bay, in the Isle of Wight; specifying the 
time when first taken, and also the week- 
ly or annual rent thereon paid, respective- 
ly, from the time of their being so taken 
up to the 24th Dec. 1805, inclusive.”-— 
Mr. MARTIN seco onde the motion.—— 
Lord Henry Perry said, that ifthe hon. 
gent. had done him the honour to inake 
the slightest communication to him ot Jus 
wishes or intentions upon the subject, he 
believed he should have been able to have 
satisfied the hon. gent that his motion 
for papers and the purpose he had avow- 
ed, were rendered unnecessary, by ano- 
ther arrangement w bie h had already taken 
place. As the hon. gent. had notthoug lit 
proper so to do, he would beg leave io 
say now, that, alchoi gh be saw no OVJEC™ 
tion whatever to the production of the 
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« papers named in the hon. gent’s. motion, 
« yet, atthe same time, as the House had 
«* already appointed Commissioners, for the 
very purpose of the investigation avowed 
« by the hon. member as his object, and had 
« delegated to them its authority to inquire, 
‘‘ with the utmost minuteness, concerning 
“ every expenditure in the Barrack, as well 
“as other Muitary Deparimenis; which 
“ “Commissioners were proceeding with all 
‘* the expedition in their power, consistent- 
‘« ly with the nature of the subjects referred 
‘* to their examination; he would put it to 
© the wood sense of the hogmgent. whether 
« it would not be much more orderiy and 
consistent with, the regular proceedings of 
‘« parliament, first, to await the Report of 
‘* those Commissioness, or to communicate 
‘© to them any information that could aid or 
© accelerate their inquiry, before be pro- 
«« ceeded to call upon the House to institute 
« another inquiry, to proceed at the same 
‘* time, and upon the very same subject. He 
‘* would submit to the hon. gent. whether 
« it was a proper, whether it was a discreet 
** procedure, while a Parliamentary Com- 
*€ mission was oceupied in this very inquiry, 
‘‘ to supersede the authority delegated to 
« them, without any alledged ground of im- 
‘* putation upon their proceedings, and to 
‘© move for another inquiry upon the same 
‘topic. If, indeed, when they should 
‘«¢ make their Report, the hon. member 
« should find any just cause to complain of 
their neghgence, or partiality, or unne- 
«« cessary delay, it would be competent to 
‘* him to eall upon the House for the ingui- 
‘ ry now proposed; but until such an occa- 
™ sion should cceur, he hardly could con- 
‘ ceive the House would be. dispesed to 
« comply with the hon. gent’s. wishes for 
‘© such an inquiry. Mr. Rowson rose 
‘« and said: If, Sir, my eyes cid not con- 
** vince me to the contrary, IT should have 
«© conceived that it was the ghost of the late 
«minister [ have just heard. What the 
« noble lord has just said is, word for word, 
‘‘ the objection made by the minister 
* four years azo, toa motion which I then 
** made tor iquiry upon the same subject, 
« and Lhave brought down with me the Par- 
‘* lramentary Kegister to prove the fact. But, 
‘© notwithstanding the disappointment I feel 
“© atsuch an answer coming trom the noble 
* Jord, as one ot his Majesty's present minis- 
** ters, I shall persist, aye, inexorably per- 
** sist, with the leave of the House, in my 
*« determination of having this business sift- 
* ed to the very bottom. It cannot inter- 
“* fere with the Military Commission. “Bur, 
* am 1 to be told, that the House of Coim- 
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(776 
mons has, in any case, abandoned its in- 
quisitorial authority, and delegated it to 
any Board of Commissioners, so as to pre- 
clude itself from investigation upon any si- 
milar subject it may think necessary > 
The Military Commissioners have pow 
been sitting almost a year, and what have 
they produced ? Why, only one Report ; 
and this Report, notwithstanding the enor- 


‘mous, corrupt, and profligate waste of the 


public money which it has exposed, has 
now Jain nearly six weeks upon your ta- 
ble; and I take shame to myself as a 
member of this House that it has aid 
there so long unnoticed. As.a member 
of parliament I have a right to inquire 
though a Commission is sitting. Dou't 
tell me, Sir, that a Commission of Tnqui- 
ry is sitting? Am Ito be told, that the 


House of Commons, apprized as it is of 


such an enormous profusion of the public 
money, is to delegate its privilege of in- 
quiry to any Comunissioners of Barracks, 
or Commissioners of Acconats, or Com- 
missioners of any sort, military or civil; 
and then wait a year or two until tho 
Commissioners shall think proper to re- 
port their opinions? I can admit of no 
such argument. What do I. sit in this 
House for, but as a guardian of the public 
purse ? What is the duty of the House of 
Commons, but to watch over and controul 
the public expenditure ? Am [ then, as a 
member of Parliament, to be denied the 
right of calling for papers, to inform my- 
self, and the House, upon the subject ot 
public expenditure, in order to institute 
inquiry, if necessary ? T never will listen 
to such an argument, as that parliament 1s 
bound to wait, year after year, the slow 
progress of a Board of Commission, be- 
fore it can proceed to the prompt steps 
necessary on the discovery of any prom- 
nent or enormous instance of profusion oF 
peculation. What appears by this se- 
port? Why, that 184 unsettled accouns 
were then before the Commissione’s, 
not yet entered upon. Let not this 
House be told, then, that this subject & 
already before Commissioners of Inquily, 
who may sit year after year, betore ' 
result of their inquiries are known, whie 
the House is, in the mean time called 
upon to vote, year after year, new and 
enormous supplies, without inquiring how 
the past has been expended. ‘The How 
without the grossest dereliction of its 6 
ty, cannot any longer persevere 10 such: 4 


modeof proceedisig.' ‘How long, I would 


ask the noble lord, has this account of the 


“< 


Barrack Department been bawdied ode 
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« from one office to another for investiga- | ‘ object of his motion, and the natiwe of the 
« tion, without effect? First, it was sent to | lette Mr. Rogson observed, that he 
« the Treasury; from thence it was referred | ‘* was prepared to give an answer, but he 
« tothe Auditor of Public Accounts; then | “ thought he was entitled to the papers upon 
“it was sent to the Secretary at War; and, | ‘* the grounds he: had already siated. He 
‘at last, the system blew itself up, and cor- | ‘ observed, that there seemed a disposition 
“ruption and venality had wrought their | “ to resist him in every step he advanced 
“ own reform. But the fact not to be de- | upon the subject, instead of thanking hun 
“nied, is, as | stated four years ago, that | “ for his endeavours to expose to the Mouse 
“the expenditure in the Barrack Depart- | ‘* a system of delinauency in the pi lic ex- 
“ ment has: grown to an enormous amount. | “* penditure. ifis object in moving tor this 
“ Why, I ask, has not parliament done its | ‘ paper, the contents of which he already 
“ duty and prevented the progress in time? {| ‘ knew, was to produce what the lea rned 
‘« The purpose I have in view, is toexamine | “ gent. would call Jegal evidence.——The 
“ the old accounts, in order to prevent simi- | “ Speaxrr Ming looked at the written co- 
‘¢ jar profusion from occurring in future. I | “ py of the motion, wished to know whe- 
“wish also to procure the protection and | © therahe letter alluded to, was a letter ¢o 
‘ justice of parliameut for many of those ! “or from the Secretary at War——Mr. 
‘ persons who have had the misfortune to | “‘ Ronson. From, Sir, if you please —— 
‘* give credit to a considerable amount tothe | ‘¢ ‘The Srraker. The hon member having 
. Barrack Department, whose accounis now | “f in his verbal motion spoken of the letter 
‘“ remain fen years unsettled, and whose fa- | ¢ which is the subjectot it, as being a letter 
‘* milies may be driven to ruin and beggary | “* from the Secretary at War, and the writ- 
“ while they are waiting the tardy investi- | ‘¢ ten motion being a us Settiaite Ghia Baird 
‘ gation of the Military “Commissioners. [i “ tary at War, the object of my question is 
” do not meéan to charge any individual with | ‘* to know wilich the aig cmemb er meant. 
“a criminal misayfplication of the public «© ——Mr. Ronson. Yo, Sir, if you please ; 
“money. Iam oaly desirous to do justice, | as it is written in the p: se per now in your 
“ and to ascertain where the fault lay; and | “ hand. (4 Lasghh tile Pau said, he 
‘‘ T believe the Barrack Master General will |“ w as confident i if dius hou. triead had 
‘* turn out to be a very ill-used man, jin the | “ not felt himself pertectly acquainted with 
“delay of settling his accounts. Lord | “ the business he had undertaken and the 
“H. Perry appealed to the House, whe- | ‘ objects of the iftetion he had offered, he 
‘“ ther government could be said to have | “ would not have moved them. His hon, 
© Jost any time in proceeding on the sugyes- + € friend bad moved for pepersupon's sub- 
“ tions of the Report ot the Military Com- | # ject of grave and serious importance, no 
“ missioners. He had himself made adis- | ‘* Jess than a pen: iid corrupt profusion of 
‘* tinct statement to the House on the sub- | “ the public money, to which it was at all 
“ ject of that Report. He did not deny the | ‘ times the duty of that House to attend ; 
“ rightef member of parliament to inter- | “ and he thought his bon. friend had expe- 
 fere with the inquiry delegated to the | ‘ rienced a levity of treatment il coatport- 
“ Commiissiéners. He only appe: ated tothe | “ lng with the eravity of the House, or the 
“hon. gent’s. discretion, an appeal of | “ respect due to one of Its menners.——— 
“which, after what he hed just heard, he | “ Lord H. Perry was not aware that there 
" should be inclined to doubt the success. | ‘€ was any ground for the charge of Jevity, 
 ——Mr. Bastarp recommended to the | “ when the House‘had discovered every dis- 
‘* hon. gent. to substitute the word “ Build- us position to grant the inforination reqnired. 
‘ ings” instead of * Barns,” and tg make | ‘ He trusted the House would act always 
“the motion general Mr. Rosson | ** with becoming gravity, and that when tue 
‘€ thanked the boi. gent, but would defer | ** papers granted for its omformation were 
“ that till another day. The question oe produced, it would not countenance 
‘‘ was then put upon the first motion and | “ any proceeding upon them deroyatory to 
** agreed to. The hon. gent. then moved, | ‘‘ the Commission it had ay ppoin ted. —Mr, 
= for a ** Copy of a Letter to the late Se- | “ Rose did nor think it doce: nt or beeon: ug 
** cretary at War, dated 29th Dec. 1805, | “ to charge the House with levity. He was 
‘* from the then Barrack Master of Sandown | ‘* surprised that the hon. gent who made 
‘* Bay division, enclosing Proposals on the | ‘* the motion should refuse to explain to the 
‘“ part of Mr. James Day of Bradjug, for | “ Heuse what was the object of it. He 
“ thé building of a Barrack at Brading.”"— | ‘‘ was intirely of opinion with the noble 
“ Mr. Percetat wished the hon. gent. | “ lord, as to the impropriety of instituting 

“an inquiry in that Hodse at pie sume 


would explain to the House what was the 





4) 

bo Mh 

a way 
4 f 
ae 
Pat ae 

ry jm 
ty + | id 
$e 3 
Hie 


o>. x ae 
nal 
F- +# 


. 
-— 
o—_ 


FF 


oa 
2 - 


ot . © a5 
ed gs * 
_ 2 > = - 7 % 
= ow 4 - cd - 


ro 
ea ak 


ee eee C- 


~ 


—.— 
~ 


> > 
= 


> 
-. 


< 


a to - ey ee 
as ; 
ee a - 
2 


et ated 


‘=e 


— 


o 





rP 
: : 
‘ - 


<< 
— ; . 
ce: 
ere : 


, "te a™m 


= 


=, 
eye i 
eS ere 
sat 4 
en te 


<x 
vlad 


i iain Oe ie 
= 
ay 
"pre 


‘ > 
2 2c 
ar 4 3 


“Mr 


aig 


** 
ce 
ce 
«6 
ac 
st 
sé 


cr 


ce 
ce 
ee 


c< 


ce 


ce 


“« 
‘ 


‘ from the Secretary at War. 


tune .that Parliamentary Commissioners 
were employed in the investigation ejse- 
where, who had power to call for papers 


and to examine witnesses on oath.—Mr. 


W. Smiru was convinced the hon. mover 
had too much pleasantry and good hu- 
mour to feel hurt, if a smile was excited 
in the House by the uncertainty he had 
evinced on his own motion, as to whether 
the letter for which he moved was ¢o or 
He thought 
it more regular for the Commission to go 
on and do its functions, and afterwards 
for the hon. gent. to come forward wit! 
his mation, if he should then deem it ne- 
essary. ——Mr. Rosson explained, that 
the motion was written in the sense in 
which he wished to have it put, but the 
hand-writing not beimg the most legible 
he had inadvertently read one word for 
the other. Mr. Hitry AppiInGcTon 
still pressed for an answer. Could 
Giteas he asked, enter into the inguiry 

when there was a Parli: unentary Com: mis- 
sion actually Sitti ghee Rosson 
thought he bad mace out a strong case 
for mquiry. If the letter he had moved 
for had been attended to, there would 
have been an absolute saving of 100 per 
cent. to the public ——Mr. Cat 





LORAFT 
thought there never was a case on which a 
motion for the pre viens question could so 
properly be. put. Unless suspicions were 
entertained of the Commissioners, he did 
not see how the House cou Id proceed far- 
ther. It had delegated its authority { for 
the -present to those Conimmissioners, and 


1} ! “mm @t30 > ,or , ny } ’ 1? +! 
tul there was some ground made out, that 
they Were not doing What was right, he 
thoug oht it would be lity) id Sa to interfere 


vith 1 their proceedings, and should there- 
pr move the previous questi: 
BastTakp couid not agree with thé bon. 
gent. that inquiry ia that House should 
stop, because inquiry happened to. be 
going on elsewhere. ‘He did not think 
that parlianent by delegating 


nor. 


lbs power to 


a Commission, did ther ‘by preclude itself 


from adverting to the subject it it thonght 
Ab per poe") Ropson Was Sorry that 
ihe hon. gent. had not been in the House 
to move the previous: question upen his 
first motion. by moving for the previous 
ouestion the House would put itse ‘it in the 
situation of 

which was of po use, tuless exp: ained. by 
those which there was pow 

to refuse. To say, Adihinued the hen. 
rent. that a commissioner is equal toa 
nember of parliament is ridiculous. Are 


there not mea in this House as good as 


ha Wing ordered one pe per, 


a diepositio nh 
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(780 
any commissioners can be? All T ask fo; 
is two or three short letters which a clerk 
can copy out in half an hour. Give me 
but these, and I will take upon me to 
prove that there has been a cor rupt and 
pranene profusion in a branch of our ex. 
penditure which has cost the country 10 
or 12 millions, and I pledge my character 
as a meimber of paris iment to doit. W hat 
am I to think, Sir, when the Treasury 
Bench start up and move the previous 
question on such an oceasion? | am re- 
soly ed to take the sense of the House d day 
after day, till I see that there is no inten- 
tion to keep the public accor meee ene. 
And this at atime, Sir, when the people 
of England are loaded with new and into- 
lerable burthens, and when every man is 
called on to shed the last drop of his blood, 
and to deliver up the last guinea from his 
bureau for the defence of the country ! 
Surely, upon cool reflection the hon. gent. 
(Mr. Caleraft) will withdraw his motion! 
Nr. Carcrart said that nobedy was 
more efo nd of inquiry than be was, and itwas 
bee i an inguiry was actually going on, 
that he thought it proper to move the p p 
wily questicn. He advised the bon. gent. 
to give his papers to the Commissioners 
who might n lake a Rep ort upon them. 
Had he be en in the House when the first 
question Was put, he aa certainly have 
moy “ the prey ious question upon it-—— 
Lord Henry Perry sz ud, he telt him»: 
justified in SDpporting ¢ the previous quis 
tion moved by. his hon. friend, specificall 
on the grounds th: it the hon. gent. had 
not satished the House as to the nature ot 
the papers for which he had moved. In 
supporting the previous gquesticn, how- 
ever, he desired expressly to disclaim any 
wish of precluding inquiry, er any denial 
of the pcan: ed right of every meniber 
of that House to move for any papers he 
might think necessary. Ent the question 
of right was one hing, and the expedien- 
cy of exercising that right in all cases, 
quite enother: there might be many 
rights unquestionable in the pomp: © of 
many me n, but there were many Cases | 
Which it migh t be wise and ee to 
dispense with the exercise of them. The 
present he conceived ta be one of thos 
ases: but by opposing the hon, member 
Ww ishes on this occasien, he by. no mess 





meant to preclude him from the fullest in-' 


formation he should feel it DERPeey to 
demand vu pon this subject at a future o.y, 


when those Commissioners should b 
ander 


finished their inguiry,..to ¥ hich, 
the authority’ they possessed of examining 
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evidence upon oath, they were more Cone 
tent to accomplish than auy inguiry coat 
coukl be carried on by that Hous — 
Mr. MARTIN por he thousht it his duty 
to stand up in ds ‘fence of a gent. who, he 
was convinced, was ac es of doing good 
to the public, and who ought to be sup- 
ported in his honest endeavours to io his 


duty, and was of “opinion he had inade out 





. p ’ 
his case. Mr. Bosse N asserted that 
there would have been a saving of 100 per 
cent. on the trapsaction, if the letter be 


moved tor had been attensed to. Surely, 
Sir, said the hon. gent, this case is clear 
enough! My motion seems to eut 4 oe 
both parties, the goers out and the come: 
in. “Lhe previous question isa thing that 
Thoidcheap. In iny motion four years 
avo respecting the £19.10. business, when 
) wanted to see the Biil-book, [was met 
with the previous question, ‘Phe motion 
on the 10th Report was also attempted to 
be done away by the previous enenion 
that famous Report which has excited the 
attention of all Kurepe, nay, IT might say 
of all the world. My motion then did 
good, and this will also do gx 
since that time government 
have been regularly paid.—He then moved 
tor aC opy of propos: us transmitted by the 
Barrack Master of the Saudown D: vision 
to the Secretary at War, on the part of 
Mr. James Duy, of Brading, for the 
building of a Barrack at Brading.——Mir. 
esi thought it would kave been much 
be better way, it the hon. gent. had stated 
to the Comunissioners’ what had come to 
his knowledge about this business. 
Mr. Bourne agreed with the Jast speaker, 
and observed, that those Commissioners 
had greater powers in this respect than the 
House itself, as they could examine upen 
oath Mr. Catcrart said, that as all 
the objec ts cou! id be obtained by the Coim- 
missioners, he should move the previous 
question on this motion also. Mr. 
Paucc said, that his hon. friend had given 
suificient grounds for his motion, by sta- 
ting that a clerk could copy out in half an 
hour what would enzble him to prove that 
gross frauds had. been committed. Mir. 
BasTaxp s said, as the hon. gent. had stated 
that 100 per cent. might be saved, he 
thought that a sufficient ground. He 
wished to know what security we had that 
the public would not continue to pay this 
sun, till the Commissioners had reported 
upon it. Mr. Husxisson, as the nom, 


od: torever 
acceptances 


eae 














gent. had stated that the granting a few 
papers would enable hin: to prove jtick 
gross abuses, thought iz 


would not be 
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countenance tosuch motions. H 


[7s2 
» Commissioners might 


right to wait all the 

have leisure to inquire into the business. 
~——Lord H. Perry said, that as the hon. 
gent.had now assiened some reason for his 


motion, he should conjent with the leave 
hy friend (Mr. Caleraft) that the 
previous question should be withdrawn. 
——Nir. Huskrsson~n wiched the hon. 
mover would state the obrect for which he 
moved for these papers.———- Mr. Rosson 
then confessed, that the shameful waste 
of money he compiained of was not only 
in building the barracks, but in the rent 
of the barns, which might heave been 
vot os a quarter of the money.———~ 
Sir J. Newrory said, this was quitea 
Nit Foren thing: the motion was about 
uuilding barracks, while 
the vias gent. was about renting barns. 
Jie thought the hon. member should state 
what object he had ie view, as the House 


could never get throt 


( 
' 
{ 


1 thetr business, if 


every tidividual member mi ht 
whatever papers he pleased, without as- 
signing any reason, and if the Liouse were 
or themselves always bound to 


Wiove for 


fo consider 

' Lr.) Sy 
papers when move | for.—— Mr. W, 
sted tothe hon. mover, that 


witl draw his motions for 


orant 
- err 
OMITH sugee 


be had better 


the preercie: and bring them forward in a 
.? slew gf a6 

more distinct form on an early Gay, sup- 

pose on Monday.-——-Mr. Rosson re- 


and said he should be content if his 
motion were put upon urnals, as it 
would then be upon record that 
he, at least, had done kis duty,—-——~ 

Ir. VanstrrartT begged the hon. gent. 
would give the Hense some explanation 
why he wished for these pap ts? Hle 
mnie chat understand his own motions, but 


° ’ 
ror ere | 
LUIS¢ ts 


certainly he hi " not succeeded in making 
} NA.. n : 
him understand them.——DMir. Rosson 


at _ Be 
Hd, ne naa 


already ! 
sufEciently ; he would not submit to be 
examined and questioned if he was 
ess at the bar: as a member of pare 
beneath wis dignity 


ssioners, 


2 will 
liament he thought 1 
to wait upon avy sct of. Commi: 
standing in ahall, going up one stair-case 
and down ge mn pur ’ or them, 
—— Lord 
the lon. gent’s, sense of the digmity of 
liament would not allow 


amember.of p 
a question put to him in 


him to answer 
that House, orto explain why = brought 


forward motions, the Honse would proba 
bly think it was agreerbie to their dignity, 
as members of parliament, net to give any 


} sh) mab 
therefore ¢¢ain 


4 move the | MULLIS quese 
tion 





the meaning of 


H. Perrs veka G that if 


If. W. Smiry tock notice of 


he 
a i? 
m 
: 
nt 
ua 
Tee 
ite § 
Eh: 
de Se | 
hi 
: Ps ‘ 
nl : 
WE + a 
al ys wa 
aa 
cle 





" 
“at 
~ a 
PAL iY 
fwd, 
my Set 
bay ihe 
qa ad 


> 3 


= 
rer tl 
~- ae e 
~~ 
— —~ 


- " o 
At tO ay asf 
« cst Se < 


a 


a 
™~ 
(: . 


- 
* . - 
— 


i',* 2S * eee 
ny yes ; 
\ejue “Fe 
Wk ee 
sia { 


er _—— 
= -~< 
‘4 . oe 


> sag 
~ * 
ae 
ad Aa 
LED 
ttl _ 


a 


= 


vad 


ee 


- eS 


. = 
eo 
= 
> 
“er i 


- 
+ 


_— 
<> 
- 


<< 
oe 
s 











¥: . 
th Vat ™ 


~~ ee 


ss Sy 
wore 


= ta 
45 
pets 


me 


a aoe 
> ; 
ig 
aw “¢ ; 
7 


eee ee et 


4, >) Sed 
vw" 
AF 
‘er . 
ey BS 
* 
‘ et: 
s | . 
re 8°54 
a ae | 
ty ee 
a ¥ 
ue 


- 


| ad 
a oe 
ae? 
| 
=: 
eer 


Pgh 


iH 
jie 
hh 























€eé 


783] 








POLITICAL REGISTER.—Letter.to the 
«© what fel] from the hon. mover, ‘‘ that he ! 


(784 


ble purposes ; . and, accordingly, on Wed- 


“* only wished to have his motions on the | nesday last, the 23st instant, the Chancellor 
« Journals.” This certainly was not a suf- | of the Exchequer, Lonp Henry Perry, the 

ficient reason for the House agreeing to | very person who had stood at the head of the 
“them. He thought the best way would | oppositionagainst Mr.Rozsow’smotion,came 
“ be at once to move the previous question to the House, and himself moved tor those 
“ upon all the motions. ‘The previous ques- | very papers, which he had before represent- 
‘* tion was then agreed to upon this ques- | edas improper to be called for. But, let us 
“* tion, Mr. Rosson then moved for a | take his words, as given in the Morni ing 
«« «* Copy of the answer (if any) that was | Cereeit le news-paper of this day, the 22d 
“ given, or communicated to Mr. James , of May: ‘ Lorp Henry Perry rose and 
«« Day, in consequence of his making pro- | ‘* observed, that before he proceeded to the 
«« posals. to the Secretary at War, for the | ‘* statement of the business of which he 
ae 


building of a barrack at Brading in the 
‘* Isle of Wight; ahd, if no answer was 
given, information to that effect.” Also, 
«< *¢ A List of the several Barns rented by 
Government and used as Barracks in the 
tay iy of Sandown Bay, in the Isle of 

ch It, specifying the rent now weekly or 
annually paix | for each Barn, and also spe- 
‘* cifying the previse time when any altera- 
tion Gf any) in the rent of the said Barns 
“© tcok place.” Upon these the previous 
** question was also put and carried.” —— 


‘* Mr. Rose expressed his regret that the 


ee 


business would make its w ay into the pub- 
*¢ he prints.’ 

Thus, Gentlemen, ended the debate. The 
first paper (a paper of no use without the 
rest) was ordered to be produced; but, all 
the others, all those that were necessary to 
bring the abuse to light, were, in effect, re- 
fused; and, Mr. Rogpson stood represented, 
as far as the preceeding coujd so represent 


him, asa person who had brovght for ward | 


an unfounded complaint. But, before we 
proceed to further remarks, let us attend to 
the sequel of this proc eeding. When the 
** previous question” was woved by Mr. 
Catcrarr (a person in the Office of Ord- 
nance, observe), Mr. Rogson, as you will 
have seen, feniind ied the ministers, that the 
proceedings upon the occasion of the £19. 
10s. bill of exchange had taught him to hold 
previous questions very cheap; and you will 
remember, that, upon that occasion, after 
having been called upon to retract his words ; 
atier his words had been taken down: after 
he had been actually threatened with the 
censure of the House, unless he retracted and 
besged pardon cf the House, he made good 
his charge, and reduced the minister. (one 
at the present cabinet) to the necessity of 
a ‘Knowledging, that the charge was just, 
and of getting rid of inquiry by a ‘* pro- 
** vious question.” Of this, as you wif 
have seen, Mr. Rosson remined the mo- 
» predicting, at 
te would at- 
eat his lauda- 


—— en 


‘© had given notice, he trusted the House 


** would indulge him with their attention 
‘< fora few moments, while he said some- 
se 


thing respecting w ~ had lately passed in 
‘© the House concerni g the Barrack Deps rt- 
** ment. It would be; in the recollection of 
the House that when the honorable gen- 
tleman behind (Mr. Robson) brought for- 
ward some motions on that subject, one 
of them had been agreed to, while the 
previous question had been moved and 
carried with respect to the others. This, 
the House would recollect, had been 
done in the alsence of all explanation, as 
to the olject which the honorable gentle- 
man had in view, that was intelligible to 
‘« him, or, he believed, that could be in- 
telligible to any peron in the House. He 
had moved the previous question with a 
view to induce the honorable gentleman 
| *© to come forward with the necessary wfor- 
mation, and also with the intention, in 
“© case he should still refuse, to examine in- 
*< to the lusiness himself, and find it out 
either with or without assistance. Ic 
‘© now flattered himself that he had drsco- 
“ vered the olject of these motions. He 
found that they related to transactions 
which took place in 1805, respecting the 
| *€ barns hired as barracks in the division of 
« Sandown Bay, in the Isle of Wight, 
which were paid for at a very peneee- 
gant rate, when a building for barracks 
was offered at a much more reasonable e¥- 
‘* pense. He would, therefore, under these 
‘* circumstances, move all the motions of 
‘the honorable gentleman, respecting 
‘* which the previous question had been be- 
fore carried, andalso add a new motion, 
| “ which would relate to the barrack-Maste’, 
| who, it appeared, had hired these barn 
at an extravagant rent, and made an im 
“© porper report with regard to the luildins 
‘© offered as a barrack. Ut was right thet hie 
** should be called.apon to explain his con- 
duct with respect, to this transaction. o 
‘« concluded by moving for all the papers "> r 
‘€ Mx. Rosson had before moved tor, end 
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« the motion was carried without a divi- 
«“ sion; to- which you, Gentlemen, will, 
doubtless, add the observation, that by a 
voice, equally unanimous, these identical 
motions had been rejected only tour days be- 
fore! Upon this motion of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, Mr. Rosson observed, 
‘* that when he had before made these mo- 
“tions, he had pledged himself to the 
“ House and to the country, as a member 
of parliament, to call their attention to 
‘* an attair that highly deserved if. And now, 
‘* otter some < days had elapsed, and éhe af- 
“« fair was in the mouths of every body, the 
minister, who had before moved the 
‘‘ previous question, came down to the 
House and moved for them himself ;”’ but, 
as Mra. Rosson further observed, some 
apology was, Upon this occasion, necessary, 
if notto him, at least.to the House. ‘To 
which Lorp Henry Perry replied, that, 
when the papers were before moved for, a 
sufficient notice had not been given, and 
that no grounds were laid for their produc- 
tion. Mr. Rosson rejoined; said ‘ that 
** he had given notice on the Tuesday of the 
motion that he made on the following 
Friday; that, as to grounds, he had 
very disti inctly stated, that his object in 
calling the attention of the House to the 
su bject, was, that double the money had 
been expended, in the case referred to, 
that ought to have been expended ; aid 
“ that’ ........but here he was CALLED 
TO ORDER by tie Speaker, upon the 
ground, that he had spoken before in the 
debate! 

In observing upon these proceedings, 
Geutlemen, the first thi ng that presents 


é 
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ce 
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ce 
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itself, is,. the doctrine as to notices of 


motions ; and, you will, doubtless, observe, 
that the giving of notices at all, upon any 
subject, is of quite modern invention; that 
it never was heard of until of late years ; 
that, if the intenMas of all parties were 
right and fair, there could be no cue to desire 
any such thing; and, that if all the mem- 
bers of the House regularly attend tn their 
places, as in duty they are bound, there can 
be no use whatever for a notice. Besides, 
(0 insist upon notices of niotions is greatly and 


inost dangerously to abridge the powers of 


individual members of parliament ; may 
there not an emergency arise, whe ‘n the 
safety of the state may depend upon the 
jastamtaneous making of a motion? N: ly, 
do we not daily see the ministers making 
Motions without any notice at al]? And, 
indeed, notices of motions are entirely un- 
keuies to the laws and orders of the House, 
tm which we have heard this very important 
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motion of Mr. Rowson set aside upon the 
alleged eround, in part, at least, of a want 
of notice. But, as Mr. Ronson himself 
observed, a notice was given in this case, 
and that, too, four days before the motion 
Was made. Surel ly four di lys were enoug rhto 
afford time for preparation! One would 
have thought, that the woiiniates of finance 
would have panted for the mioment, when 
some one should "tye out to hina how the 
public money might be saved, at the time 
when he himself was endeavouring to con- 
vince us o it it gave him so much pain to be 
com peiied to add to our taxes! At the time 
when he was raising the rate of the Income 
Tax to ten per centum ; was proposing a tax 
upon the raw material of our manufactories, 
and was proposing a tax upon beer brewed 
In private-houses! At a time when Mr. 
Pox was declaring, that, such was the state 
of our pecuniary concerns, that the ministry 
were ‘* driven to iMupose taxes that must 
: affect the prospertty of some branch or 
* other of our commerce !”" 

The next thing that calls, and it most 
londiy calls, for your attention, ts, the 
denuand for grounds,” whereon to tound a 
motion, Withre pect to which, on no trans- 
actiov that occurs to me at eresent, Can any 
- explan ation” astothe * olject™ of a n0o- 
tion be dem: ot led from the mover, consis- 
tently with the idea which we have always 
been taught to entertain of the rights and pri- 
vileges of a member of the House of Com- 
mons, and, as to the expenditure of the 
public money, what object, other than that ot 
has teen expended, 
need any member staie as the ground ofa 
motion? It is not as a right, or a privilege, 
that we ought to regard this; but. as a duty, 
AS a duty incunibent upon every member of 
the House of Commons. And, when a 
member moves for an inquiry of this sort, 
wpon what ground can any one pretend to 
call him to account as to the object that he 
has in view? And where, Genticmen, ts 
the right which any one possesses of Laguiring 


” Aner aan » % rs 
a desire to Know flow al 


into his motives, secing, that sateen’) he does 
make such inquiries, be is guilty of a 
manifest breach of his first and greatest 
duty? Perhaps we shall be told, that the 
amount of the whole of the Public Expeadi- 
ture is annually laid before the House of 
Commons; and, that there Mr. Rowson 
ought to have looked for information, Such 
an account, that is to say, the account of the 
forguing year, is, or oxght to be, laid before 
the House on, or before, the 25th of March 
in each year; and, | must confess, that this 
account ought to convey some information ; 
but, Gentlemen, “this aundunt is a lumping 
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one ; it lies in a very small compass, and, as 
to the immediate object of our attention, 
the whole of the Barrack-Expenditure, the 
whole of the immense sum drawn from us 
on account ef Barracks, is accounted for in 
one single line, thus, and even in one single 
word, thus: 
“BARRACKS -_ 1,786,048].”" 

This is all that Mr. Rosson. would have 
found in the account for the year 1805; 
and, what shall we say of a member of the 
House of Commons, who would be satisfied 
with this? Who, merely by looking at 
this, should pretend that he had ‘* watched 
over the expenditure of the public money ?”’ 
From this aecount how was Mr. Rosson, 
or any body else, to know, or even to guess 
how the money had been expended? What 
check, does such a document form to a waste- 
ful expenditure? It must be manifest to 
you, that it forms no check at all; and that 
it is the duty of every individual member to 
inguire how this enormous sum of more 
than a million and three quarters was ex- 
pended upon barracks in one year ; or that, 
if this be not his duty, he cai be of mo use in 
the House of Commons. 

There was one argument, Gertlemen, 
which was usedggainst Mr Rosson upon the 
first occasion, which must not here be over- 
Jooked ; to wit; that the affairs of the Bar- 
rack-Otfice being now before the Coriis- 
sioners of Military Inquiry, theie could be 


no occasion ter any such matters to be taken, 


up in the House of Commons; which argu- 
ment was urged with great vehemence and 
with an air of triumph by Lorn Henry 
Perry. Of the dangerousness of this doc- 
trine one never can speak too often, nor in 
terms too strong; but, Gentlemen, how 
comes it, that this argument, which was so 
good on the Friday, was good for nothing 
at all on the next Wednesday? For, you 
will observe, that this same Commission was 
full as effective when Lonp Henry Perry 
moved for the papers, as it was when Mr. 
Rosson moved for them. ‘There must, then, 
one would naturally suppose, have occurred 
some cause for th's change of doctrine ; and, 
I think, you will agree with me, that Mx. 
Rogson was not very uncharitable in impu- 
ting the change to the impyession, which, 
in the interim, did evidently appear to have 
been made upon the mind of the pul.ic. 
The detection and exposure of this instance 
of glaring inconsistency is, however, of no 
yNportance, when compared with the doc- 
trine itself, which strikes at once at the very 
root of the constitution by taking from indi- 
vidual members of pariiament, in their ca- 
pacity and in their places, as members, to 
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begin and to prosecute inquiries as to the 
expenditure of the public morey. The 
minister (and, in this case, it was Mr. Pitty 
appoints a list of commissioners to inquire 
into the expenditure of the public money 
in the Military Department; and, if the 
existence of this commission is to take away 
the right of individual members of the 
House of Commons,to moye for and to pro- 
secute any inquiry with regard to the expen- 
diture of the public money in that depart- 
meut, there is, at once, half the power of 
the members taken away ; for, at this time, 
the annual expenditure of the army and its 
appendages amounts to about twenty millions, 
and, in the account annually laid before the 
House ot Commons, this expenditure docs 
not occupy twenty dines! Again and again, 
therefore, I beg you, Gentlemen, and I 
beg, I beseech, every man in England, to 
whom the happiness and the honor of 
England are, in anywise, dear, to reflect 
upon the dangerousuess of this doctrine. 
Let it but once be established; only let 
a refusal to suffer an individual member 
to inquire ; let such a refusal, upon sucha 
pretext, once grow into a precedent, and 
who does not perceive, that we shail have 
commissioners tor every department, and, 
that all notion of a control in the expendi- 
ture of the public money will be given up. 
Let this doctrine be once established, abd, 
very soon afterwards, the ministry and their 
boards of commissioners will know how to 
dispense with the House of Commons ; 
and, indeed, of what use would that House, 
in such case, be; and what regard could the 
people have for it, or what confidence could 
they have in it. Excuse me, Gentlemen, 
for urging and re-urging this point; for, 
compared with this, of what importance to 
us are the disputes about Malta and Hano- 
ver? The time, tao, that these commiss!0n- 


ers take to make their inquiries, and the 


comparative secrecy, with which they con- 
duct them, are well worthy of your cons!- 
deration; for, if it took nine months mere- 
ly to report upon the balances due from De 
Lancey to the public, how long, good 
God! wouldit have been ere they had come 
to the contracts in the Isle of Wight? I 
wish you to observe, too, that it is provided 
in the act constituting this Commission, 
that none of its members shall, during the 
time that they are Conamissioners, ‘‘ accept 
‘“‘ or hold any Civi/ office of profit, during 
‘* pleasure, under His Majesty.” But, they 
may.accept and hold such offices for iu i 
and as to military offices (which are ali he! 

during pleasure), they may accept and ane 
as many of them as the king, ar any © 
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under him, will give them; and; just by 
way of iustration, | wish you to know, 
that, stuce the creation of this commission, 
the sah ony Major General Hil- 
dehrand *Oakes bas ace: and that he 
does now hold, the oiiice of Colonel of a 
yegiment, worth from 1,200). to 1,500l, 2 
year ! The second commissioner is a C'p/e- 
nel Beckwith ; the third isa Lieutenant Co- 


‘ 
~ pled, 


lonel Drinkwater ; either of whom may, of 


course, accept, at any time, of any military 
office, depending for duration upos the sole 
will of the king, or his advisers. 

Lorp Henry Perry, as you have seen, 
Gentlemen, seems, in his speech of Wed- 
liesday last, to say, that he has taken up the 
matter himself, because Mr. Rosson did not 
understand whai he was about. You have 
read a faithful report of the debate, Geutle- 
men, just as it took place; and, do you 
think, that Mr. Rowson appeared not to un- 
derstand what le « maght todo? It is easy to 
setup 3 laneh. ‘here is an aflectation of 
this sort, which has beea‘ very fashion 
but, amongst many other foolish fashions, 
jt is growing stale ; and, I think, you will 
agree with me, that, if, upona subject so 
scrious, laughter was not disgusting, the 
Jaugh would not be against Mu. Rosson. 
A man of very good sense, and even a very 
wise and a very in the 
haste of delive y, use the 
Jrom ; and may, even trom his leudable anx- 
lety, be for a moment, confused; but what 
1s this compared to such an instance of gla- 
ring, of .... 2 would fain not, but [roust, 
eall it peurile inconsistency, asthat exhibited 
inthe conduct of Lorp Hexry . who, 
after having spoken tia the production 
of the papers on the Friday, upon 
ground that the Military Comiunission was 
sitting, came, on the next Wednesday, and 
moved for those identical papers himselt, the 
said Commsssion being stil sitting? And. 
here, Gentlemen, I must repeat to you his 
words; I must save you the trouble of re- 
ferring back to them, and must beg. you to 
mark, and to retain them in yout minds, 
He said, that, ‘‘*if the honourable gent. 
f' had done him the honour to make the 
‘* slightest communication to him of his 
wishes or intentions upon the subject, he 
** believed he should have been able to have 
*< satisfied the hon. gent. that Ais motion 
** for papers and the purpose he had avow- 
“ed, were rendered unnecessary, by auo- 
ther arrangement wiiich had already taken 
As the hon. gent. had not thought 


able 4 


clever man, may, 


t¢ 


“* place. 


et 


proper so to do, he would beg leave to 
say now, that, although he saw no objec- 
*S tion whaterer to the “production of the 
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word /9 instead of 
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papers named in the hon. gent’s. motions 
righ et, at the same time, as the House had 
** already appointed Commissioners, for the 
* very pt Irpose of the investigation avowed 
‘€ by the hon. member as his object, and had 
* DELEGATED (ofhem tts autority to inguire, 
“with the utmost minuteness, concerning 
exery expenditure ia the Barrack, as wel 
‘as other Military Departments ; which 
Commissioners were proceeding with all 
* tae expedition in their power, congistent- 
“ |y with the nature of the subjects referred 
to their examipation : he would put it to 
© the rood sense ot the han. gent. whether 
“at would pot be much more erder/y and 
consistent with the regular proceedings of 
** parliament, first, to await ihe Report of 
** tho-e Commissioners, or to communicate 
‘© ¢o them any information that could aid or 
accelerate their inquiry, before he pro- 
*€ ceeded to call Op on the [House to institute 
‘* another inguiry, to proceed at the same 
© time, and upon ise very same subject. 
« He would submit to the hon. gent. whe- 
ss owl it Was apvoper, Whether it was adis- 
‘* creet, procedu.e, While a Parliament: ary 
“© Commission was occupied in this Very in- 
io quit) y, tostipersede the authority delegated 
“ tothem, without any alledged gre ond of 
“ siewne Be ‘up n their proceedings, and 
‘to move for another inquiry upon the 


« same topic. It, indeed, when they should 
‘‘ raake their Report, the hon. member 


© should tind any j ist callse to complain of 
alivence, partiality, or unne- 
essary Gelay, it would be competent to 
‘ him to call upon the House for the inguie 
“ ry now propused ; but uatil such an occa- 
«© ston should occur, he hardly could conceive 
“ the [fouse would disposed to comply 
© with the hon. gent’s, wishes for suc, an 
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whocould give such a lesson upon good sense, 
order, regularity, propriety, discretion, and 
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$i.Ci 
so directly on pos d to the production of the 
papers, wale aye, and he actually did, 
come, in » the same seat, and looked the 


same per ms inthe faee, and moved him- 
sclt for the production of those very same 
papers! enry Perry is, Gen- 
tlemen, ihe represen tive of the University 
ot Cambridge, which learned body have, too, 
the honour to claim him as a member; 
whence, in conjunction v ith what you have 
just seen, you may, I tuink, pretly sately 
COBCHRGS that a man mily swagger about a 
long while in a black gow and a four cor- 

nered cap without acquiring many of the fr- 

culties of a conjuror. The fact is, that the 
mere knack of making speeches, tue mere 
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knack of twirling off strings of sentences, is 
no mark whatever of superiority of mind ; 
but is, very frequently, a mark of the con- 
trary; heads, like other things, being, in ge- 
neral, empty in proportion ta the noise that 
they make. By tie tools and the sycophants 
of the last twenty years, Mr. Pitt has been 
compared to Cicgro and Mr. Fox to De- 
mMosTHENES, these ‘being the two most fa- 
mous orators of antiguity. What they might 
be besides talkers, whether they contributed 
to the prosperity, or the ruin, of their coun- 
tries respectively, it would, perhaps, be difh- 
cult precisely to ascertain; but, as to owrs, 
we know, that, under the sway of Mr. C1- 
crRro, we have, as Mr‘ DemostTHENEs him- 
self tells us, been brought into the last stages 
of national distress, and, indeed, without his 
telling us of it we know it very well ; and, 
what is quite disheartening, we do not per- 
ceive the least sign of Mr. Demosturnes’s 
intention to do better than his famed prede- 
cessor, whose debts, however, Mr. Demosr- 
HENES has, with great liberality, called upon 
us to pay. Let us be no longer thus amused, 
then; Jet us no longer be the sport of this 
sort of Lrotheriood amongst the pretenders 
to superiority of mind. Let us ask for the 
proof of their superiority: Jet us inguire 
whether our country has increased in domes- 
tic happiness and in consequence abroad, 
while it has been in their hands ; and, if we 
find, that it has decreased in éoth, let us turn 
with contempt from their pretended superio- 
rity. Toconduct the affairs of the govern- 
ment of a great nation demands great talents ; 
talents such as few men, comparatively 
speaking, possess; but, not the talent of 
public speaking, which, though it may serve 
to gloss over bad measures, can be of no use 
whatever in the conceiving or adopting of 
good measurfes; and, as to a member of 
parlioment, as far, at any rate, as relates to 
Inquiries into the receipt and expenditure of 
the publicmoney, all that he need possess, are, 
cammion sense, common industry, and com- 
mon honesty, which last ingredient is, as to 
all the purposes tor which a inember of par- 
hament is sent to the House, worth much 
more than the combined talents of Cicero 
and DemostHenes. Gentlemen, you have 
done honour to yourselyes in sending Mr. 
Rosson to parliament; it is the duty of 
us al] to support him in his Jaudable efforts, 
by al] the means in our power; gf is our 
duty to stand by him, to lend him our assis- 
tance, to join him in his-combat against the 
Erotherhood of placemen ly -trade, who, 
whether in.or out, wil] always support the 
abuses and torruptions that exist, and who, 
though they may hate one another, though 
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they may seek the destruction of each other 
will, at any time, suspend their animosi- 
ties, and most cordially combine to keep 
down, and, if possible, to destroy, apy 
man, who, they are convinced, has the cood 
of his country at heart. 

There remains one other part of Lorp 
Henry Perry's speech, Gentlemen, to 
which J am desirous of drawing your atten- 
tion; I mean that, wherein he conveys 
feeling of dissatisfaction at Mr. Rogson’s 
not having made a previous communication 
to him, with regard to the object of his mo- 
tion. What! is it come to this, then? js 
it become ; is it actually become the custom 
for members of parliament to wait upon the 
minister, and know his pleasure, or, at the 
very least, his opinion, asto the propriety of 
making a motion before they make such 
motion? Is it really true, that the mi- 
nister; that a person appointed by the 
king; thata servant of the king, is to 
be consulted by @ member of~ parliament 
before such member can make a motion 
in his place in the House? What shall 
we hear next? Where is this to end? 
What are members of parliament finally to 
become ? If in one case, so in all eases is 
this doctrine sound; and then, Gentlemen, 
let_me ask you how we can, without the 
most shameful mockery, the most gfoss in- 
sult to our own understandings, affect to re- 
card the members of the House of Com- 
mons as the ‘ guardians of the public 
‘* purse?” It is their business to watch the 
ministers, and, if they can make no mo- 
tion for inquiry into the expenditure of the 
public money, without previously stating 
teir ofject to those ministers and obtaining 
their consent to such motion, is it not evi- 
dent that no useful motion of that sort will 
ever be made?) Mr. Rosson acted as he 
ought; he came forward upon the ground 
of right as a member of the House of Com- 
mons ; he firmly stood upon that ground ; 
tbe public, seeing that his cause was their 
cause, stood by him; the press (I allude 
particularly and with hearty approbation (0 
the Courier, the InperenpEnT WHIG, 
the Morninc Heraxp, and the Morning 
Apvextiser) expressed the feeling of the 
ptiblic; and the result has, thus far, beet 
what every honest man wished it to be. 

But, Gentlemen, in our anxiety to main- 
tain the principles upon which Mr. Rot- 
sow has endertaken: this inquiry, we mu 
not lose sight of the matter of the iquiy 
itself. You have seen, that Mr, Ropso™, 
probably for the sake of avoiding comples- 
ity, has begun with one small point of the 
Barrack-ofiice abuses, namely, the rent 9 
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barns, used as barracks, in Sandown-Bay 
Division, in the Isle of Wight; and you 
have heard him state, that doutle the money 
was paid for suc h barns that ought to have 
been paid for them. But, what would you 
think, Gentlemen, if it should appear, that 
five times as much had been paid, in this 
case, as ought to have been paid? What 
would you “think, if it should appear, that 
we have been paying for each barn annually 
as much as the fee simple of the barn is 
worth ? What would you think, if it should 
appear, that we have been paying annually 
for each barn, for the mere ‘shell of each 
barn, a sum nearly equal to the annual rent 
of the whole farm, on which such barn 
stands, and ot which, of course, the barn 
forms a part? What. would be your con- 
clusion from such facts? What other con- 
clusion could you form, than that a most 
profligate waste of the public money has 
prevailed in this department ; that here alone 
ne arly a million a year might be saved ; that 
this sum now ought to be saved ; ; and that, 
if it should be saved, we shall all have Mr. 
Rosson and his informant to thank for it. 
And here, Gentlemen, bear with me, if I 
again presa it upon you i» observe, that 
the Chancellor of the E xchequer, who has 
now confessed the existence ot these shame- 
ful abuses, knew nothing at all of them 
wutil Mz. Rosson made his motion, a fact, 


I think, quite sutheient to convince you of 


the great danger that would arise trom 
= delegating” the powers of inquiry to 
boards of Commissioners. I wish to give 
credit where credit is due; and Ido sincerely 
believe, that, until the motion of Mr. 
Roxzson led Lory Henny Petry to inquiie, 
he knew nothing at all of the abuses we are 
speaking of. But, Gentlemen, the disco- 
veries which his lordship has now made, 
will, if I am not greatly deceived in my 
conjecture, place some of his colleagues in an 
awkward predicam« nt; for, by a reference 
to the motion, you will clearly perevive, 

that the representation ef the Barrack-Mas- 
ter of Sandow n-Bay Division, for the saving 
of the public money, though it was trans- 
mitted to the date Secretary at War, came 
under the consideration of the present Secre- 
tary at War; that, at any rate, in his office 
did Lord Henry Petty find those very docu- 
ments, which have convinced him of the 
necessity of a speedy parliamentary inquiry 
into the matter; and, that the same perscn 
was Barrack-Master General last year is still 
the Barrack-Master General ;. and that, 
moreover, 
General, who made, as Lord Henry Petty 
bow says, ‘‘ the improper report,” aud 
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the Assistant “Barrack-Master .” 


who, as he further says, “ onght now to be 
‘* called to account for it,” is, to this hour, 
an Assistant Barrack- Master General ! This 
discovery, observe, Gentlemen, Lornp HENRY 
Perry has made trom documents that a/- 
ready existed ; and, therefore, it behoves us 
to inquire, ew /ere they have existed? In 
whuse hands they have lain, all this while, as 
inactive as asleep-mouse ? Vor, if itbe now, 
ipon a few hours of ingniry, on the part of 
Loup Henry Prrry, become so evident 
that great abuseshave taken place; if this has, 
as once appeared, and that, too, upon a bare 
inspection of the documents; what are we 

to think, and what ought the ministry to do, 
with regard to the persons, in whose hands 
these documents are, and under whose 
Inspec ton they sO long have been? Is not 
the conduct of these persons a proper and a 
necessary object of inquiry? For, if such 
an inquiry with appropriate consequences, do 
not take place, how can we reasonably enter- 
tain a hope, that abuses will not in future be 
committed? Anxiously, therefore do 1 hope 
that the inquiry will not stop at the conduct 
of the inferior agents, but that it will mount 
upwards to the source of the evi] ; at any 
rate, certain Iam that the further proeeed- 
ings in this, will furnish us wi with a an excellent 
criterion, whereby to judge of the real 
views, with which the ministers have now 
brought forward their new plan for the ex- 
<nining into the public accounts ; though, 
it we were to ju dee trom the language of 
the Morning Chronicle, which is now the 
slave of the Ins, we shonld not entertain 
any very great degree of hope from the exe- 
cution of this plan: “ The measure,” says 
that fallen print of this day (Fiiday, the 234 
of May), ‘‘ The measure proposed by Lord 
‘* Henry Petty, for the institution of an et- 
 fectual audit of the public expenditure, 
** has justly engaged the most serious at- 
‘* tention as well as gratituue of the public. 
‘It is a great and laudable attempt ; and 
‘ no part of it promises to be so usetul ag 
‘* that which goes to check abuse for the fit- 
“ ture; for it is almost vain fo Aope fort 
«* much benefit from the revisal of what is 
“ past. What check or audit can there be 
“ of the Commissariat Accounts of our fa- 
‘* mous campaign in landers, where a cone 
‘* venient fire at every depot settled the ac- 
“‘ counts of all Commissaries, Contractors, 
‘* and Insupers ?. Bat it is a material thing 
‘* to institute a new system;: endl that the 
“« check should go on hand in band with the 
“ exyeaditure. Nor will it be enough to 
“ “see that there are vouchers for the actual 
“ e-pense, but that the expense itself is 
.y ‘witally economical. Fer instatce, ia she 
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“« Report of the Barrack Department, we 
*« see that the barracks were built, at what 
‘€ is technically called measure and value, 
though it is well known that contracts for 
building, even on a small scale, are made 
at 25 per cent. under measure and value. 
“© General de Lancey weil knows this fact. 
‘© He has built for himself a beautiful villa 
“* in Surrey, and he boasts that it only cost 
** him 10001.” This is perfectly consonant 
with the new doctrine of Mr. Fox ; and per- 
fectly consonant, tov, with the wishes of 
the Brotherhood, whether in or out of office ; 
for, to them, nothing, sureky, can be so 
convenient. ‘ What check or audit can 
“* there be of the Commissariat Accounts of 
our famous campaign in Flanders, where 
aconvenient fire, at every depot, settled 
** the accounts of the Commissaries, Con- 
*€ tractors, and Insupers?” What a ques- 
tion is here todsk, and to be asked, too, by 
that same Morning Chronicle, that bellowed 
so loudly for punishment upon the head of 
Lord Melville and Mr, Trotter, lecavse they 
had destroyed their books and accounts? 
The House of Commons and Westminster 
Hall still ring with the indignant reproaches 
of the late opposition (who are the present 
ministry) against those who wished to bury 
in oblivion the past with regard to Lord 
Melville and Mr. Trotter; and, do their 
writers now ; good God! do they now tell 
1s; now, the moment that their friends aré 
in power ; do they tell us; do they, with an 
air of langour, as if weary of inquiry, ask 
us how we are to make inquity about the 
éurnt accounts, relating to the Commissary- 
General's Department, duritig those ever- 
famed campaigns of Flanders, from which 
the DUKE OF YORK happily returned in 
a whole skin to go again on the no less fam- 
ed campaign of the Helder, from which he 
also happily returned in a whole skin to com- 
mand, with such distinguished celebrity, the 
army at liome ? 

In coming, Gentlemen, by way of con- 
clusion, to the practical application of the 
facts and observations here presented to you. 
let me, in the first place, caution you 
against the cry of disaffection and of revo- 
dutionary designs, which, upon all such oc- 
Casions, is stre to be set up, first, by the 
innumerable swarm of peculators, and 
next, by the Brotherhood in general. It is 
their way to tell you, “ abuses have always 
** existed, in all countries; and, that, after 
** all, this is the best government and the 
** best country in the world;” the inference 
left to be drawn from which, is, that things 
must remain-as they gre, or that the govern- 
meut will be destroyed. So each of them 
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will declare to your teeth, if you push him 
to the point; and, so they say One and’ i). 
But, Gentlemen, if, by “ disaffection.” 
they mean, disaffection to the country and 
to our sovéreign, clothed with all his con. 
stitutional authority; if, by “ revolution. 
** ary designs,” they mean designs tending 
to the destroying of the present orders in 
the state; if this be their meaning, their 
chargé is utterly groundless, and it is equally 
malicious, because they know it to be false, 
It is the sincere desire of every good map, 
that the monarchy and that all the ranks and 
degrees in the state should remain unshaken: 
that the property, lawfully obtained, of 
every man should continue secure in the 
hands of its owner; but, it is also his sin- 
cere desire, that the people in general 
should be happy and free, as their forefa- 
thers were. And, Gentlemen, it 1s be. 
‘anse we wish mot to see things destroyed ; 
it is becausé we /ove our country and its 
Unirspaired consticution, in all its branche 
and in all its provisions; it 1s because tle 
name, the laws, the lberties, and the re- 
nown, of England ate dear to our hearts, 
that we anxiously seek to promote a ral ro- 
formation of abusés, being fully convinced, 
thet, whless such a reformation do take 
place, and that right speedily, a sweeping 
destruction willensue. We have been told, 
Gentlemen, by the present ministers, that 
they are, by the pecurtary distresses of the 
state, ** driven tO impose taxes which must 
© affect the prosperity of some branch cr 
* other of our commerce ;” we have, in 
defence of every new tax, heard them uice 
the argument of hard and cruel necessity; in 
every other breath we have heard them ex- 
claim, “* money must Le obtained!” Anc, 
centlemen, ot the same time that we hear 
these arguments and éxclamations, we see 
at the Board of Admiralty, a gentleman 
who has recently declared, in open pariice 
ment, that, in the department of the navy, 
a saving of one third might be made. Add 
to this what hasdetually come to light 1 the 
Barrack Department; and, I think, you 
will not find it dificult to beheve me, 
when I sav, that, after the fullest conside- 
ration that [ have been able to bestow upon 
all the branches of . the national expen- 
diture, my sincere opinion is, that, 
the current experses of the year, wot 
Ving quite a sufficiency to support te 
splendour of the throne and fully to reward 
every service rendered to the state, one /°" 
of the present expense might be saved 5 aD“ 
Gentlemen, this ébject; this object, the 
elfecting of which is, in my opinion, 2°% 
lutely necessary to the preservation ot the 
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monarchy, and even to that of our existence 
as an independant nation; this object in 
comparison with which all others in this 
world shrink into nothing, may be effected, 
and easily etlected, by a few, and a very 
few, independent, honest, and zealous 
members of parliament; members of par- 
liament, in short, like the honourable Gen- 
tleman, whose upright and useful endeavours 
have given rise to this letter, and for whose 
ability to serve us the thanks of the whole 
jation are due to the Electors of Honiton. 
With an anxious hope, that you will pur- 
sue the good path, to walk in’ which you 
have begun, and that you will scorn to sell 
your birth-right for a mess of pottage to a 
venal slave whio will take care to obtain a 
double mess in return, 
I remain, 
Gentlemen, 
Your humble and obedient Servant, 


Wittiam Cossetrt. 
3d May, 1806. . 





PUBLIC PAPERS. 

War with Prussta.—Order of Council 
Jor taking off the Emtarco upon Vessels 
elonging to’ Hamtureh, Se. 

At the Court at the Qucen’s Palace, 
the 14th of May, 1806, Present, the King’s 
Most Excellent Majesty in Council.—His 
Mayesty having taken into consideration the 
present state of Hamburgh and Oldenburgh, 
wud the circumstances under which several 
vessels belonging to Bremen and Papen- 
burgh, have arrived in ihe ports of the Uni- 
ted Kingdom, is pleased, by and with the 
advice of his Privy Council, to order, and 
itis hereby ordered, that the embargo now 
subsisting upon all ships and vessels belong- 
ng to Hamburgh and Oldenburgh, be tulkea 
otf: and it is hereby further ordered, that 
the embargo be also taken off those vessels 
belonging to the towns of Bremen and Pa- 
penburgh, which had cleared out for ports 
of the United Kingdom previous to the 
Prussian Notification, dated the twenty- 
eighth of March last, whereby British ships 
were excluded from the ports of the Prus- 
sian dominions, and from certain other ports 
in the north of Europe: and thrtthesaid ships 
and vessels, with their cargoes, not being 
Prussian or enemies’ property, be permitted 
to sail to any port not blockaded: and the 
Right Houourable the Lords Commissioners 
ot His Majesty's Treasury, the Lords Com- 
Missioners of the Admiraly, the Lord War- 
den of the Cingue Ports, and the Jadge of 
the High Court of Admiralty, are to give 








ee ee 





[798 
the necessary directions herein, as may t® 
them respectively uppertain, 
W. Faw KENER. 
Order of Council granting General Reprisals 
against the Ships, Esc, of the Aing of 
Prussia. Atthe Court at the Queen's Pa- 
lace, the 1AtA of May, 180. Present the 
Aing’s Most E reelient Majesty in Council, 
Whereas during the interval which has 
elapsed since his Majesty tound himself come 
pelied, by the hostile measures of his Majes- 
ty the King of Prussia, to lay an embargo on 
the ships und goods belonging to his subjects, 
and to places under his centroul, such hostile 
measures have not been discontinued: and 
whereas the town of Papenburgh cannot but 
be considered as dependent on, and under the 
absolute controul of Prussia; his Majesty 
therefore is pleased, by and with the advice 
f his Privy Council, to order, and it is here- 
y ordered, that general reprisals be granted 


acainst the ships, goods, and subjects of the 


0 
i) 
King of Prussia, and of the town of Papeon- 
burgh, (save and except any ships to which 
his Matesty’s Jicence has been vranted, or 
which have been directed to be reicased trom 
the embargo,) so that as well his Majesty's 
fleeis and ships, as also all other ships 
and vessels that shall be commissionated by 
letters of marque or general reprisals, or 
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for executing the oihce of Lord bligh Adimi- 
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raiof Great Britain, sual! and may lawtulig 


seize all ships, vessels, and goods b iqneging 
tothe King of Prussia, or his subjects, or 
others inhabiting within the territories of the 
Kine of Prussi * or belonging to the town of 
Papeaburgh, (except as atoresaid,) and bring 
the same to judgment in any of the Courts of 
Admiralty within his Majesty's dominions ; 
aud to that end, his Mayesty’s Advocate Ge- 
neral, with the Advogate of the Admiralty, 
are forthwith to prepare the draft of a com- 
mission, and present the seme to his Majesty 
at this Boayd, authorising the commissioners 
for executing the Office of Lord High Ad- 
miral, or any person or persons by them em- 
powered and appointed, to issue forth and 
erant Letters of Marque and Reprisals to 
any of his Majesty's subjects, or others, 
whom the said Commissioners shall deem 
fully qualified in that behalf, for the appre 
hending, seizing, and taking the ships, ves 
sels, and goods belonginy to Prussia, and the 
vessels and subjects otf the King of Prussia, 
or any other inhabitants within his countries, 
territories, or dominions, or belonging to the 
town of Papenburgh, (except as aforesaid) ; 
aud that such powers and clauses be inserted 
in the said-Commission as have been usual, 
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and are according toformer precedents ; and 
his Majesty’s Advocate-General, with the 
Advocate of the Admiralty, are also forth- 
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Duchy of Lauenburg (2s well as the rest of 
the Electorate of Hanover) is a F rench 
conquest ceded to Prussia by a formal treaty, 


with to prepare the draft of a Commission, 
and present the same to his Majesty at this 
Board, authorising the said Commissioners 
for executing the Othce of Lord High Ad- 
miral, to will and require the High Court of 
Admiralty of Great Britain, and the Lieute- 
mant and Jude of the said Court, his 
Surrozate or Surrogates, as also the se- 
veral Courts of Admiralty within his Ma- 
jesty’s dominions, to teke cognizance of, 
and proceed upon all and all manner of cap- 
tures, seizures, prizes, aad reprisals of all | 
shins and goo.s that are, or shall be taken, | 
aud to hear and determine the same, aud | 
according to the Court ot Admiralty, and | 
the laws of nations, to adjudge and con- | 
denin all such ships, vessels and goods as | 
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shall belong to Prussia, or the vassals and 
subsects of the King of Prussia, or to any 
other inhabitants within any of his coun- 
tries, territories, and dominions, or as | 
shall belong ta the town of Papenburgh, 
(except as atoresaid ;) and that such powers 
and clauses be inserted tn. the said coinmis- 
sion as have been usual, and are -according 
to former precedents; and they are like- 
wise to prepare anil lay betore His Majesty 
at this Board, a dratt ot such mstructions 
as muy be proper to be sent to the Courts of 
Admiralty in His Majesty's foreign govern- 
ments and plantations, for their guidance 
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He hereiy ; as also another draft of instructions | 
nie for such ships as shall be commissioned for | 
Soa the purposes above-mentioned. 

ay: : (Signed) Spencer. C.J. Fox. | 


Howler. 
H. Prrry. 
GRENVILLE. 


W.Winpitam. 
Nar. Bonp. 
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Sweven.—Circuler Dispatch addressed to 
the Alinisters of His Swedish Majesty at 
Foreign Courts —Head Quarters at 
Griefswald, Aprit 22d 1806. 

Six, —The public papers wil} probably 
have already informed you of the march of 
difterent Prussian corps, destined, it is said, 
to rake possession of the country of Lauen- 
burg, which is at this moment under the 
protection of the troops of his Majesty. 
After ‘the declaration which his Majesty 
made, on his departure from Ratzeburgh, 
that he would consider every attack on these 
troops as a hostile measure with regard to 
his own states, it is impossible to admit the 
distinction, as strange as it is unexpected, 
which the Court ot Berlin endeavours at 
present to establ's, in pretending that the 
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and that the taking possession of that pro- 
vince ought not to be considered as an attack 
on the Swedish army.—lIf, in consequence 
of his engagements with the King of Great 
Britain, his Majesty wished to employ all 
his efforts for preserving to that sovereign a 
part at least of his hereditary possessions on 
the Contineut, and that at a period when the 
projects of the Cabinet of Berlin were no 
longer doubtful, he has since found, in the 


| intimacy of that Cabinet with Buonaparté, 


and above all, in the measures it has 
adopted against the English commerce, 
motives too powerful not to adhere in- 
variably to that line of conduct which 
he had traced gut to himself from the 
first. Accustomed for a Jong time to rank 
Prussia im the class of bis enemies, by her 
alliance with a Government which is at war 


| with Sweden and her allies, the King, set- 


ting out from this principle, only considers 
that which has taken place as a necessary 
consequence.—In wishing to deprive his 
Britannic Majesty of a State which belongs 
to him: by shutting to his flag the ports and 
rivers of the North of Germany: by so- 
Jemnly declaring at the sams time that all 
this had been cone in consequence of an 
agreement wih France ; the King of-Prussia 
gives already sufficient proofs of his hostile 
intentions towards the three allied Cour's. 
If, after this, he attack the Sweedish 
forces in Lanenburg, the King can only Jn- 
terpret such conduct in one way. Where- 
ever the Swedish forces are, they cannot be 
attacked without the King considering such 
attack as a declaration of war, and it 1s! 
this light that he will view it-—The Court 
of Prussia pretends, that it does not wish in 
any case to pass its proper frontiers ; but. 10 
the mean time, it comprebends under (his 
denomination a part of the Electorate which 
is occupied by the corps under the Count de 
Lowenhielm, which will never retire trou 
it, but when compelled by force of arms. 
If this Court wishes to colour its aggressio4 
by certain pretended rights on Lanevburg, 


and shall strike the first blow, im orcct , 


afterwards to pretend that it was ‘ Yblie 
ged to defend itself, it is not the less certain 
that every impartial man will apprecial 
without difficulty the foree of such crooked 
reasoning, and will acknowledge the justice 
of that cause which the King, ovr mast 
has determined to support.—It ts wi"? sent 
ments of perfeot consideration, that 1 have 
the honor to be, Sir, &c. —Werrensteot 
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